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HYDRO EXTORTION SUCCEEDS 


Ontario Hydro released its program 
for the next twenty years last Decem- 
ber 19th, several days after the media 
ran front page horror stories on power 
brownouts in Ontario. The report de- 
tails the means by which Ontario 
Hydro plans to meet the province’s 
increasing energy requirements, 
which will have a major effect one way 
or another on the environment. 


The report has several major pro- 
posals: a public conservation pro- 
gram; new dams for hydraulic power 
in the Niagara region and up north; 
purchasing power from private 
sources; 3 new nuclear reactors; and 
more gas plants. The main thrust is on 
morenuclear power, which they say is 
safe and environmentally sound (see 

(continued on page 4) 








n Panama, hundreds of people 
f have died because two gangsters, 

George Bush and Manuel Noriega, 
fell out over the profits of the drug 
trade. Although Bush continues to 
assert a desire to bring Noriega to trial, 
it’s clear that the real objective of the 
U.S. invasion of Panama was to killhim 
before he could testify; one of the first 
targets destroyed by U.S. forces was 
Noriega’s own military compound. 

According to John Stockwell, ex- 
CIA agent turned peace activist, Nori- 
ega has blackmail control over Bush, 
who while CIA director ran Operation 
Black Eagle, which smuggled arms to 
the Contras via Panamanian airstrips 
provided by Noriega (Zeta Magazine, 
May 1989.) From 1983 to 1986, the 
USA and Israel worked with Noriega 
and the Medillin cocaine cartel to use 
profits from drugs smuggled into the 
USA via Panama to supply the Contras 
with arms. The arms were supplied by 
Israel, whose main source of foreign 
exchange (other than the U.S. tax- 
payer) is exporting military technology 
and expertise to third world world mili- 
tary despots. Panama also supplied 
the banking services which made the 
deal possible, while George “War on 
Drugs” Bush oversaw the entire op- 
eration. When a poitician hostile to this 


(continued on page 2) 
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OHIO SEVEN BEAT THE RAP 


The Ohio 7, seven white, working 
class revolutionaries, were arrested in 
Ohio in a massive police operation 
earlier this decade. They were 
charged with the actions of the United 
Freedom Front, an armed group that 
carried out actions against the prop- 
erty of the US government and corpo- 
rations involved in acts of war against 
-third world countries and peoples. Al- 
though they were convicted of these 
actions, which they support but don’t 
claim as their own, they were indicted 
still on charges of seditious conspir- 
acy and RICO, which is an anti-racket- 
eering law brought in to deal with or- 
ganized crime. These charges were 
being used to make political organiz- 
ing a crime, and make an example of 
the Ohio 7 by putting even more years 
on their already long sentences. 


However, this didn’t work. Con- 
gratulations are due to the three 
members of the Ohio 7 who were 
being tried in Springhill, Massachu- 
setts. They beat the rap. The jury 
found them not guilty of conspiring to 
overthrow the US government by 
force, and on the RICO charge there 
was a hung jury. 





The US government has spent three 
years and close to 10 million dollars to 
get guilty verdicts in this case, and 
must be hurting now. On Dec. 1 they 
announced they had no intention of 
appealing the verdict. No shock, really 
— all but one of the 7 are already 
serving lengthy prison terms; a guilty 
verdict would merely have been icing 
on the government’s cake. 

Now that the verdicts are in, Patricia 
Gros Levasseur is free to go, her hus- 
band Raymond Luc Levasseur can 
begin serving his sentence, and 
Richard Williams will now face another 
trial for a cop killing. For those of us on 
the outside, our efforts can now be 
directed to seeing that the same sort of 
verdict comes down in the Resistance 
Conspiracy Case, which we'll get into 
in later issues. 
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arrangement won the presidential 
election in 1984, Noriega prevented 
him from taking office with the help of 
Medillin and the USA, which provided 
a more docile candidate; Panamani- 
ans who objected were shot down. 
(Mark Hertsgaard: On Bended Knee, 
Shocken, 1989; also, articles by Tom 
Naylor in Now 21-12-89, 6-6-89.) 
Regardless of whether old Pine- 
apple Face dies by the traditional 
“attempting to escape” method of 
execution, oris allowed to retire to the 
two luxury homes he has purchased in 
Israel in exchange for his silence, the 
people of Panama are the real victims. 
By now, of course, U.S. invasion is 
nothing new to them. The USA in- 
vaded Panama six times between 


1855 and 1903 to suppress attempts 
to liberate Panama from Colombia, 
thereby protecting its railroad inter- 
ests. In 1903 U.S. troops helped 
Panama declare independence, in 
exchange for U.S. control of a ten- 
mile zzone across the isthmus to 
build the canal. The USA promptly 
introduced racism into the canaizone 
by enforcing unequal pay scales for 
Panamanian and U.S. workers, and 
sent troops on several occasions to 
suppress protests over its heav- 
yhanded rule. in 1964, U.S. troops 
opened fire on students attempting 
to raise the Panamanian flag along- 
side that of the USA, killing 28. The 
U.S. counterinsurgency school has 
sent over 20,000 specialists in 


counterinsurgency (i.e. torturing chil- 
dren in front of their parents) through- 
out Latin America. 

This time, the USA has made no 
effort to disguise the character of its 
invasion. When it invaded Grenada 
(population 100,000 and control over 
the essential nutmeg trade), the USA 
tock pains to involve other countries, 
and to establish the fiction that it was 
responding to an invitation rather than 
invading. Now, it seems to feel that, 
with the Soviet Union trying to inte- 
grate its economy into the western 
capitalist greed machine and not 
wanting to jeopardize possible eco- 
nomic links to the west, the USA has a 
free hand to do as it pleases in the 
world. 





or several years, the progressive 
forces in western industrialized 
countries have floundered with- 
out a strategy while social condi- 
tions continue to deteriorate. In 
Canada, for instance, one seventh of 
the population, including one million 
children, are forced to live in poverty, 
despite an increase of over 50% in the 
amount of wealth Canadians have gen- 


erated over the past five years (Toronto ` 


Star 17-12-89 pB4.) In Toronto alone, 
84,000 people use food banks each 
month. in the third world, an estimated 
eleven million children died in 1989 of 
diseases that could be cured for a few 
dollars each if their countries’ food and 
other wealth weren’t being exported to 
the industrial nations (Star 15-10-89 
pH3.) 

Why are we letting the rightwing 
governments get away with this? 
Largely because we have no economic 
philosophy of our own with which to 
counter theirs, and many fee! that a 
system which doesn’t work (except for 
the rich, who get richer) is better than 
none ai all. 

The conservatives have said all 
along that these trends are the result of 
international business conditions 
rather than the policies of any one 
country, and now liberal Harvard 
economist Robert Reich offers a similar 
view (Utne #37 pp42-9.) Reich attrib- 
utes the decline in workers’ incomes to 
the ability of multinationals to shift 
production to low-income areas, and 
sees an inevitable trend for those en- 
gaged in information manipulation to 
command higher salaries, while the 
wages of those engaged in routine 
production services continue to de- 
cline. The only solution he can comeup 
with is to improve public education so 
that everyone will have a fair chance at 
the better jobs, and he admits that this 
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is unlikely given the opposition to 
social programs of those whose 
incomes are rising. 

If this analysis is correct, the left 
had better start putting less energy 
into resisting each new manifesta- 
tion of this social trend, and more 
into developing its own concept of 
how the economy should function. 
For instance, many Canadians 
blame the free trade deal for the 
departure of many Canadian indus- 
tries to low-waged areas, and 
doubtless the deal has made this a 
littie easier—but given these inter- 
national trends, the process would 
doubtless be going on even without 
the deal. Nor is increasing corporate 
taxes a panacea, tempting though 
this is in light of NDP research show- 
ing that over 93,000 profitable Cana- 
dian corporations paid no taxes on 
profits of over $27 billion in 1987. If 
the corporations don’t like one 
country’s taxation policies, they’ ll go 
elsewhere and take their jobs with 
them. 

There is no solution to the widen- 
ing disparity of income within the 





Dollar 


framework of a corporate capitalist 
economy; the inherent dynamics of 
capitalism require the concentration of 
wealth and power in ever-fewer hands. 
A social democrat government would 
do a few things to make the lot of the 
dispossessed less unbearable, but as 
long as it is willing to operate within a 
capitalist framework the amount of 
relief it can provide will be strictly lim- 
ited. Recent events in eastern Europe 
indicate that a government-run econ- 
omy isn’t the answer either; it doesn’t 
provide people with the needed incen- 
tive to be productive and innovative. 

What is clearly needed is a decen- 
tralized economy focussing on keep- 
ing trade as much confined to the 
bioregion as possible, and encourag- 
ing small and medium scale enter- 
prises within the bioregion. The Lets 
Barter System is one effort to move us 
in this direction, but since it doesn’t 
seem to be catching on very quickly 
we've got to take it back to the drawing 
board and figure out means to im- 
proove on it. A lot more thought, 
discussion and experimentation are 
clearly needed. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cuba’s Forgotten 
Anarchists 
CUBA-Unreported by the media, 
Castro’s government continues to 
murder and torture anarchist dissent- 
ers. Many of the victims are members 
of the Zapata Group, an agrarian anar- 
chist-syndicalist group formed in the 
80s to promote industrial agitation and 
unionization. One member was tor- 
tured to death in prison, several others 
have been killed by death squads, and 
at least five received long prison terms 
(only one of these is known to still be 

alive.) (Black Flag, Nov-Dec 1989.) 


New African P.O.W. 
TRENTON NJ- New Afrikan prisoner 
Ojore N. Lutalo is imprisoned in the 





Management Control Unit at the prison 
here, where he has been sentenced to 
14-17 years for expropriating money 
from a capitalist state bank to finance 
political activities in the Black liberation 
movement. The Anarchist Black Cross 
in organizing material support for him. 
For more information: ABC, PO Box 
6326 Stn A, Toronto M5W IP7. 


A Democratic Army? 
USSR-An unofficial trade union has 
been set up by Russian soliders, who 
wish to democratize the army and 
commit it never to be used against its 
own people or foreign people. If suc- 
cessful, this would create history’s first 
free army; naturally the Soviet Army 
hierarchy is displeased. (Black Flag, 
Nov-Dec 1989.) 


Hydro Extortion Succeeds 


(continued from page 1) 


last issue for info). 

The first major flaw in the plan is 
that they’ve budgeted about 65 bil- 
lion for nuclear power, which past 
experience has shown is completely 
unrealistic (the cost overruns we had 
to finance for Darlington being one 
good example). The second flaw is 
that even though the conservation 
program is a good step, there are no 
guarantees that Ontario Hydro will 
actually put it into practice: Hydro is 
primarily a builder of nuclear power 
plants, so inevtiably a conflict of 
interest arises between conservation 
and their profit motive. In fact, the 
current surge in power needs are 
hardly surprising in light of Hydro’s 


campaign promoting electricity con- 
sumption in the early 80’s (urging 
people to switch from gas heating to 
electric), which was carried out to 
help justify the controversial Darling- 
ton plant’s completion. The fact is, 
Hydro is not responsible to us — they 
are in a position of monopoly, so if 
conservation doesn’t fit in their plan 
there’s no guarantee they won’t drop 
itand subject us to another “crisis” for 
which their eternal answer will be 
more nuclear plants. 





Activists Trash 
Embassy 
DENMARK-About 150 masked activ- 
ists completely demolished the South 
African embassy in downtown Copen- 
hagen in a well-planned action lasting 
only about five minutes. Their goals 
were to build unity of all anti-apartheid 
groups, and to denounce the Danish 
government's involvement in South 
African business. (Bay Area Revolu- 
tionary Action Newsletter, December 

1989.) 


We Won’t Pay 
GREAT BRITAIN-Resistance is mount- 
ing to the poll tax, an attempt by the 
British government to make everyone 
in each area pay the same tax regard- 
less of income. At last report, 25% of 
the people in Scotland hadn't paid 
despite three warning letters, while in 
London only 50% of the people met 
the first deadline for returning registra- 
tion forms and poll tax officials are 
frequently attacked. (Echomedia Lon- 
don, November 1989.) 


Franco Lives 
SPAIN-Well over 300 young men have 
refused to submit to all forms of con- 
scription. At least four of these were 
selected at random for imprisonment, 
and two have been given 13-month 
prison terms by an army court. Franco 
Lives. (Agencia denoticias alternativa, 
Nov-Dec 1989.) 





A special thanks goes out to the people who’ve donated money 
Thanks! to us to help us through this crisis. In particular thanks to the 


Purple Insitution and those who organized the Solstice party, 
= whose proceeds went to us. However, we still need more, Folks! 


